
 

Hello, Beloved. I greet you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
I hope the first month of 2023 has greeted you well. As we leave 
January behind and move into February, I always tend to think 
about love. Probably because Valentine’s Day is fast 
approaching. Whether we have a special someone in our lives or 
not, God wants to be your valentines. God has been trying to tell 
you that He loves you so very much. He has given us a very 
special gift. God’s son Jesus went to the cross for us to be 
reconciled to God. That is how much we are loved. That is how 
special we all are. The creator of the universe, loves us.  
       I think in turn that we can be more loving as we go about 
our days. The scripture 1 John 3:16 talks about just how much 
Christ loves us. However, we tend to stop there. There is a 
second part of this scripture. It says, “And we ought to lay down 
our lives for our brothers and sisters.” This is important to 
remember. We must share that same love that God has for us, 
with those whom we meet. So, this month, I am encouraging 
you to be more compassionate, more sincere, and more loving. 
This will not only help your walk with other Christians, but more 
importantly, it will help your walk with God. 
Remember…you are loved.  

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 

1 John 3:16 
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We are on the Web! 
 

www.marshallumc.org * 
www.umclinden-markham.org 

www.facebook.com/MarshallVAUMC 
www.facebook.com/lindenumcva 

 

*Click on “events”  
on the website  

to see schedules of activities  
on our monthly calendars. 

“Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,  
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”  - John Wesley  

Blessings, with love - PJ  
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Markham’s Prayer Warriors will Zoom at 7pm on Tuesday 2/7.   
“Rejoice always, again I say rejoice!” Philippians 4:4.  How do we become more joyful 
despite our circumstances? Please join us as we seek to become more joy-filled believers 
by exploring Mark Batterson’s Bible study on JOY, based on the book of Philippians.        
All are invited to our once a month Bible study; contact Michele Middleton at 
mmiddletoncpa@aol.com or 703-380-0141 for more information as needed.   
It’s not too late to join in! 
 

Note:  On January 7, 2023, Markham voted to disaffiliate. The process is still underway 
with more to be determined. 

Our Sunday School class continues to meet and discuss Lifeway Women’s 5-session 
Advent Bible Study, “Our Hope Has Come.” Please feel free to come and join in! 
We meet in the Fellowship Hall around 10:45pm each Sunday. 
 

The Linden Methodist Women will hold their first meeting of the new year 
on Sunday, February 12th. We’ll have much to discuss for the coming year! 
Come join the fun at 2pm! 
 

Serving Linden UMC this month are:  Judy Blood on the 5th, Cindy Kokernak on 
the 12th,  John Kokernack on the 19th, and Sal Ortiz on the 26th. 

Worship Leaders: 
Feb 5 - Smokey Jacobs  
Feb 12 - Laurie Bersack 

Feb 19 - Cheryl Kowalczyk 
Feb 26 - Joe Bersack 

 

Communion Stewards: 
Bob & Cathy Lambert 

 

Counters: 
Feb 5 - Debbie Machamer & Betty West  

Feb 12 - Cheryl Kowalczyk & Laurie Bersack 
Feb 19 - Jeff Machamer & Terri Hill 

Feb 26 - Amy Taylor & Cathy Lambert 

Senior/Community Luncheons in 2023 
Mark your calendars and join us at noon to enjoy food, 
fellowship & song together!  Bring a dish, a guest and/or a smile 
on the 1st Thursday of each month as follows:   
February 2, March 2, April 6,  May 4, June 1, July 6, August 3, 
September 7, October 5, November 2, and December 7. 
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On January 8, the women of MarshallUMC held a brief special 
meeting to vote on staying with the Conference and District 
United Women in Faith or becoming inactive and creating our 
own independent women’s group. After some explanation on 
how the finances will be handled within the UWF, the vote was 
unanimous to remain an active unit of the United Women in 
Faith of the Marshall United Methodist Church.  There were 
approximately 25 women voting. 
 

As for officers, Terri will step in as President; Cheryl will 
consider remaining VP to assist; Laurie will be Treasurer; and 
Amy will serve as secretary. 
 
  
 

The women’s group will continue to focus on missions, especially local, which truly touch our hearts with our overall mission to 
connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development, creative fellowship, and education 
so we can inspire, influence, and impact local and global communities.  We have a vision of turning faith, hope, and love into 
action on behalf of women, children, and youth around the world. 
 

With all that in mind, here are some of the women’s group highlights: 

  SOUPER BOWL is coming up again!  On 2/11 at 9am, women will prep and cook chili. Community lunch will be served from 
12-2pm.  Chili, hot dogs, nachos, and desserts will be available for LOVE offerings; jars of chili available for purchase. 
Leftovers go on sale on Sunday 2/12.   See and share our cool promo courtesy of Cheryl! 

 SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER is coming up on 2/21. 
Preparation of pancakes, bacon, sausage, eggs, King’s Cake, and 
beverages for the 6:30 dinner will begin at 5:30pm. 

 UWiF Prayer Breakfast at Braddock Road UMC, Winchester, will be 
on 3/4/23 with time tbd and more details to come. 

  Dougie’s ornament was given to Shirley, who was very 
appreciative. 

  There’s exciting baby news to report! DeAnna Taylor welcomed a 
new granddaughter, Teagan Rae. Lisa Burnside welcomed a new 
granddaughter, Isla. Seth (Taylor) and his wife are also expecting 
(a girl) soon.  Cheryl’s daughter and son-in-law, Carly and Nick, 
adopted a baby girl, Erica Lillian.  Love to all! 

 Look forward to the Women’s retreat to happen 4/21-23/2023!! 
Please turn in your payments to go. 

  

Watch for our March meeting date tbd
(normally recurring on first Saturday 
mornings of each month).  All women are 
always welcome to attend meetings or 
jump into any of the activities.  Bring a 
female friend along anytime too!   
Join the fellowship!! 



6 – Marie Lyon  
11 – Danial Glascock 

12 - Erica Eickhoff 
13 – Suzanne Simpson  

13 – Cathy Lambert 
14 – Gregg Malinsky 
16 – Carl Malinsky  
18 - Jamie Showers  

19 – Lil Jacobs      
20 – Robert Glascock 

27 - Chris Burnside 
 

As updates to our celebration 
rosters are underway, please 

email any MARCH birthdays or 
anniversaries you'd like posted 

next month to  
admin@marshallumc.org. 

 
 

January has been wonderful!  Our school has grown by 3 new 
students this month. We will also have 2 more new students in 
March.  God is Good!! 
 

We are excited to visit the post office this month and to have our 
Valentine’s Day party. We need empty rectangular tissue boxes 
for valentines sorting.  If you have some you could 
donate, please bring them in by February 9th.  
Thank you. 
 

Blessings - Michelle Rowe - Preschool Director 

In God’s House 
 

In God’s House are many mansions 
By the Bible we are told 

May our Christian life’s expansion 
Help us reach our final goal. 

 
Let’s not live a one day goodness 
Let every day our love light shine 
Get away from worldly madness  
Then our lives will be sublime. 

 
If we would be God’s holy children 
We must help our friend in need 

While our own life we are building 
The Ten Commandments we must heed. 

 
So while we’re seeking worldly treasure 

Let’s give our souls a thorough look 
Do our virtues ever measure 

To the ones in God’s own book? 
 
 

Beth Russell 
(written by former member of MarshallUMC 
Her daughters Joyce Wall and Terri Soaper  
were also members.) 

mailto:admin@marshallumc.org


Please remember that our church’s missions and 
expenses require your support!  All online 
offerings now go through the Virginia 
Conference online payment system.   
You can click on the GIVE button here or 

on the marshallumc.org web page at 
absolutely any time! 
 

If you would like to make a donation online,   
please follow these steps: 
 

Click "Donate" and follow the link 
Enter the amount you'd like to donate 
Enter "Marshall UMC" for Local Church Name                                             
Enter "Marshall" for Local Church City 
Enter "484900" for GCFA# 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You can alternately mail in your donations to the church at 
MUMC PO Box 144, Marshall, VA 20116;  
or simply leave gifts in the offering plate at services.  
 

As we continue to “share God’s gifts” by donating 10% of the 
general fund we receive from your tithes to non-profit 
charitable organizations, remember to check the MUMC 
missions bulletin board outside the sanctuary door to view all 
the “thanks” and notes we receive.  What a difference your 
gifts make in the lives of others! 

pray 

 
If you have or are aware of prayers to be shared outside of Sunday services, please direct them as follows: 
Lori Terwilliger at Linden via email address 2lpt@earthlink.net or call/text to 540-252-8341; 
Pastor John Rowe at johnrowe@vaumc.org or 703-357-5446;  
and/or any and all prayer updates and additions can be sent to prayers@marshallumc.org. 

Pray without ceasing.  1 Thessalonians 5:17 
 
 
 

 

give 

 

 

Wonderfully Knit! 
Here is a fun, warm, and fuzzy way to  show your local support 
and love, plus enjoy the company of some caring crafters!  
Come to the new community group, “Wonderfully Knit,” on the 
2nd and 4th Wednesday 10am-12noon at Grace Episcopal 

Church (3507 Main Street in the The Plains).  All people of all skill 
levels are welcome to come knit or crochet for charity.  Yarn, hooks,            

                and supplies are provided.  Show up or see Terri Hill if you have questions. 

do!       

donate. 

Don’t Forget FISH! 

 Fauquier FISH (For Immediate Sympathetic Help)  

Please continue dropping non-perishables in the bins outside 
MarshallUMC to help prevent hunger in our own community: 
dry pastas; cereals; canned fruits, vegetables and soups; jars 
of meatless pasta sauce and peanut butter; or pet food.  
There are many organizations like this in our community 
providing support to local families that you can also get 
involved in.  Check with the Umbels or Terri Hill if you’d like 
some ideas on how to participate. 

mailto:2lpt@earthlink.net
mailto:johnrowe@marshallumc.org
mailto:prayers@marshallumc.org
https://www.vaumcdonations.org/product/local-church-online-giving/6?cp=true&sa=true&sbp=false&q=false


♬ 

DEVOTIONAL: JESUS IN VALENTINE’S DAY – THE LOVE OF GOD 
It’s that time of year again. February. The month of love, as some may call it. Some dream of chocolate 
and flowers and the perfect date, some dream of a renewed spark with a spouse, and some simply dread 
the idea of Valentine’s Day and prefer to avoid it like the plague. Ohhh, the number of people who have 
mixed feelings about Valentine’s Day.  
WHAT GOD THINKS ABOUT LOVE…  
God has A LOT to say about love. The theme of “love” is mentioned in the Bible over 300 times.  
This gives us each the opportunity to learn about what love is and what it is supposed to look like. 
As we dive into what God thinks about love, I think it is appropriate to start with this verse: “We love 
because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Wow. To think that the reason we love our spouses, our family, 
our children, our friends is simply because Jesus loved us FIRST. We are loved first. Jesus first loved us. 
And in Ephesians 3:17-19 it says “…I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, 
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the 
fullness of God.”  A love that surpasses knowledge. A love so wide and so long and so high and so deep 
that we cannot even understand it or comprehend it. You are loved by God.  
LOVE EACH OTHER… 
After allowing that concept to saturate your soul, isn’t it interesting that we often prefer the pursuit of 
love from other people or things, rather than the love that comes from God? Shouldn’t God be enough? 
Now, I do believe that it is vital that we receive love from others and pursue them with that same love. 
After all, the Bible does command us to love others. “My command is this:  Love each other as I have 
loved you” (John 15:12).  Jesus loves us and fills up our hearts so that we can pour out love to others (yes, 
even the hard-to-love ones!). But we must allow ourselves to be loved by Christ in order to understand 
how to love others in the first place. 
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT LOVE…  
As I think about many of the verses in the Bible that talk about love, these ones come to mind: 
1 Corinthians 13:4-5: “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  
It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.” 
1 John 4:16: “And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love 
lives in God, and God in them.” 
Ephesians 4:2: “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” 
1 Peter 4:8: “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.” 
1 John 4:18: “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” 
1 Corinthians 13:13: “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is 
love.” 
Read these verses again. The Word of God is powerful. Read these scriptures out loud. Allow God’s TRUTH 
about love to permeate your mind and heart. 
VALENTINE’S DAY ACCORDING TO GOD…  
Without a deep, affectionate understanding of the love Jesus has for us, the cards, flowers, chocolates, 
and dinners are, well, just that…cards, flowers, chocolates and dinners. They are simply things that can 
remind us of joyful memories, or at times not-so-good ones. But with Jesus, all of those things take on new 
meaning.  
BE GOD’S VALENTINE…  
In other words, Valentine’s Day must begin and end with Jesus for it to have any real substance worth 
cherishing at all. And if the LORD is our Valentine – our love and affection – then the celebration of this 
day is a beautiful thing, whether you’re single, married, dating, or long to be or not. Be full in Christ’s love 
today and on this coming Valentine’s Day.  

 

Excerpts cited from Autumn at 
jesusintheeveryday.com 

God is love.  
1 John 4:8 

Let us love in 
deed and in truth. 
1 John 3:18 

The steadfast love of 
the Lord never ceases. 
Lamentations 3:22 

God so loved the world 
he gave his only son. 
John 3:16 

Love is kind. 
1 Corinthians 13:4 

Everyone who loves 
has been born of God. 
1 John 4:7 

We love because 
He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19 



A Refresher to Prepare for Lent 2023 (Wednesday, February 22 - Thursday, April  6, 2023) 
In the 40 days leading up to Easter, many Christians celebrate Lent, which is the annual Christian holiday that precedes Easter. 
Derived from the Anglo Saxon word "lencten," meaning "spring," Lent is a special period of reflection, fasting, and prayer, 
where Christians are encouraged to recall the sacraments of baptism and penance in preparation for Easter Sunday. 
According to Benjamin Gibson, a published author who teaches Sunday school with a focus on sacrament preparation, Lent is 
40 days of mini sacrifices to prepare for a time of mourning to acknowledge the day that Jesus died. In other words, Christians 
choose to make a sacrifice of their own to honor that Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for them. The 40 days represents the 
amount of time Jesus spent in the desert, fasting and preparing for his ministry.   Here's everything you need to know about 
the 2023 Lenten season, as well as the history behind why Christians observe Lent in the first place. 
How is Lent determined? 
Each year, the Lenten season is determined by the liturgical observance of Easter Sunday, which is a moving Christian holiday. 
The date can't be fixed, since Easter always occurs on the first Sunday after the Paschal full moon, which is the first full moon 
on or after the spring equinox.  From there, Western and Eastern churches differ a bit. In Western Christian churches, Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday (the 7th Wednesday before Easter) and ends on Holy Saturday (the day before Easter). Eastern 
churches begin Lent on the Monday of the 7th week before Easter and end on the Friday nine days preceding Easter. 
When does Lent start in 2023? 
This year, Easter falls on Sunday, April 9, 2023. For Western churches, that means Lent will begin on Wednesday, February 22, 
2023, a.k.a. Ash Wednesday. On that day, priests gather ashes from the previous year's Palm Sunday and rub them on 
congregants' foreheads while citing Genesis 3:19:"...For you are dust, and to dust you shall return." 
When does Lent end? 
For Western churches, Lent ends on Thursday, April 6, 2023, with an evening Easter Vigil mass on Holy Saturday.  However, the 
last week of Lent is celebrated a bit differently with Holy Week, kicking off with Palm Sunday on Sunday, April 2, 2023. Holy 
Week also includes Holy Wednesday (which acknowledges Judas’ plan to deceive Jesus), Maundy Thursday (which 
commemorates Jesus's last supper), and Good Friday (which is when Christians recall the crucification of their savior). The final 
day of Holy Week, of course, is Easter, when believers acknowledge that Jesus rose from his tomb. 
How long is Lent? 
Lent spans for 40 days, from Ash Wednesday through Holy Saturday, which always occurs the day before Easter Sunday. 
However, since the holiday doesn't include Sundays, Lent is technically 46 days long. 
What is the history of Lent? 
Since the earliest origins of the Church, there's evidence of a period of a Lenten preparation before Easter, according to 
Catholic Education Resource Center. It all began after Jesus' baptism in the Jordan River, which Matthew 3:13-17 says marked 
his messianic mission, and he headed to the desert for 40 days. 40 days is a significant number in Jewish-Christian traditions, 
representing the duration of the Great Flood in the Bible scripture Genesis, Moses's time spent in the wilderness before 
receiving the Ten Commandments, and the days Hebrews spent in the desert before reaching the Promised Land. 
During Jesus' 40-day fasting period in the desert, Christians believe he overcame temptations from Satan and a series of tests, 
which gave him the power to carry out his mission of preaching, healing, and saving humanity from sin once he returned. 
There's also historical evidence that "our forefathers" — also known as Jesus' apostles — fasted for 40 days, 24 hours a day, 
before Easter.  
How is Lent observed today? 
Today, Christians around the world still take the 40 days preceding Easter to fast and prepare for the celebration of Jesus' 
resurrection on Easter Sunday. However, how people fast often differs based on what branch of Christianity they follow. 
Eastern Orthodox Christians tend to be stricter with their practices, as they continue to avoid wine, oil, and dairy products 
during the entire Lenten period (as well as during other fasting periods). For Western Christians, only Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday are full fast days, although some give up meat every Friday.  As for what you should pick to sacrifice during lent, 
it’s truly up to you. Consider things that are very specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, and timely, says Gibson. 
Besides fasting, some Christians give up luxuries or perform an act of good each day during Lent. Some things they may avoid 
include: animal products, social media, watching TV, alcohol, or take-out food.  Some positive habits they may practice include: 
reading 10 pages of a book every night, going to church every Sunday, walking to work instead of driving, volunteering once a 
week, or saying three prayers a day. 
When is Lent 2024? 
Next year, Lent will begin on Valentine's Day, February 14, and end on March 28. 

cited from Woman’s Day 
story by Corinne Sullivan, Ysolt Usigan 
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